D.P.W. yard

a fire hazard

Municipal
Budget

4 - 17

1990 BHS Grads

see supplement

see page 3

see pg

NS

35°

, 1990

81st Year No. 28 An Orechio Publication Thursday. June 2

‘We ade it!’ o A s L
e Shade Tree Commission

decides Wallace St. trees

% By Anthony Buccino damage in winter.” “This board never met with any
Belleville’s Shade Tree Commis: The commission also reacted to ived idea,” Kennedy con
i sion unanimously approved a areport by Neglia Engineering that We've ys tried to be
3 resolution Monday night to remos the street be narrowed by 6”. “For 1d honest with the pec
17 diseased, and “health hazard” get about your street being St. The people in the rest
trees and save 10 healthy trees on  shrunken,” Kennedy said. town have to be fair to the
Wallace St. The decision followed The commission accepted a let- 0, The regular people and
closely the recommendations of ter from Police Chief George J. the cable tvinstall to cease

Dr. Bruce Hamilton, an associate  Lister which read, in part, “Any ) town trees, The
professor of landscape architecture  narrowing of the roadway would 1s a problem with a
at Cook College, Rutgers. require the elimination of parking front of his home
The Shade Treé Commission on either the north or south side of 1 thi ade Tree
rdered trees removed at the corn the street, Elimination of & X | what
er of Wallace and Harrison sts. and et parking would pl r tree and what they
these Wallace St. addresses: 67,65,  burden on existing homeowner ! It C will
33,31, 23,17, 16, 30, 50, 52, 56, 62, 80 The chiefs letter also st firect th d pt. to deal
and two at 37. The following trees  ed,“Emergency vehicle Mlar with
were determined to be healthy and  ly fire vehicles would t Comir 1 T toni said
were ordered saved, 71, 61, 59, 55,  difficulty in maneuverin, L nar Tuesday in his office, the whole

58, 64, 66, 68, and two at 7.

rowed roadway.”

thing was a “waste of taxpayers’
Replacement tree plantings on The ef, through his letter, o and time.” He said that
Wallace St,, Overlook Ave. and Huv“gvm;mnuuh I that Wal it and the professor’s
Rutgers St. will be determined by lace St™¥ot be narrowed in width d h the same results
the STC at a future meeting, accord Kennedy, who announced h: wn engineering consultant
ing to chairman Kevin Kennedy was resigning from the STC and the ide Tree supervisor James
the ideal planting season has pass-  Planning Boar of July 1 he determined
ed and the next best time toplantis ~ was proud to have served with suct Frantantoni said,“The engineer
in the fall excellent board members on the nined 17 trees should be
I mission discussed the je 1 It n: removed, another five or six were
ros and cons of various types of  tractor and town! f ndanother five orsix
tr that might be planted, inc er i ition T They th
it dradford pear trees, blui tr n Wallac t it to th
beech, crab apples, and Bradforc Ref commer township) Jission
whitehot The commission did Parks and Public I rty € i th I u v
sl ec ANy specific ty f o ner V nt Frant r I th
THE LAST HURRAH! igh School 1990 grads r il t lowir reetoreplace those that are remoy ! ticl thin 5-10 year
last week’s commencement pplemer i T ( n reason h healthy t
W | pick several types of t it
T for | Commissione | 1 ¢ het to
e M Don Tucei said.“The Bradford { trouble-fr
E O Ei S T CT ‘g %“Fﬁwig pear needs constat care, you can’t iy 30 »\‘ ‘
L W O Y ﬁ.k Vi g § D) miss a clipping.” 1 n
The Bradford Pear tree se in
f . . B ybe alemon,” Commis: yl h
TOF tE LICE E | Davis said, “they have a short life Jim  favor
xpectancy, and their smooth bark
Providing custc rvice thr VFr ibjects them to possible freezing continued on page 3
the wrong day cost the lox In section 2: ontract li it
scavenger contractor $250, Accord prohibited activi 1di | nd
ing to Domenick Pucillo of lecting solid waste from its privat i 'I‘. xa o § 1 §' 3 . ot E N .
Demenick Pucillo Disposa : axes to go down tor most residents
Hillside, when a late call cam ehi day it servic I 15 | Aren { k
their operations manager about (h tion rout Y f By Alfred Cook used for 000. But-if the L,««uml wns»‘un
two missed pick-ups on Frida I prohit e t A central question for the aver erage homeowner with a hom me to $2,300, rebate
June 8, the dispatcher s e et S RIcE Ol il age taxpayer in the township after  assessed at $41,522 can expe e state would be $300.
ups the following M | ! with all the pulling and hauling in Tren-  save $239, Orechio said In BHIICS xample, a family with
The truck wa erved at ¢ b d col ice. 1f a ronover Govemnor Jim Florio's §2.8 Fhe proposal would provide household income of “51:‘”?
al, dor Moniday: “picking up: 4 s ) fir Sl billion combined tax plan and the  relief to taxpayers with property ~would be capped at $2,250 or
private commercial stop” 1 o him i n \«'i.*wlMm‘lwp(rvv‘\mm,\mltu taxes that exceed 5 percent of their  percent of t. If, ho v ,\u, the
FrankiinSteand at““abott the sam The third section of the letter s Y¢ " how will it impact income and  gross income actual pro taxes are $2,000 the
time” was observed picking uf hat commir fies a ; Y property taxes The maximum benefit would be ~ state will still pay $150 in rebate
station metal refuse “in direct viola wum fine of $250.0K I ; L. The average taxpayer will be  $500 in the form of a rebat total of $600 million will be
HonaEvolt seavenper contractiof 4 writing smaller checks when it Thus a household with a $25,000  distributed to taxpayers  through
September 12, 1989, according e comes time (o pay his income and * income and paying $2,000 in taxes
the admunistrative order sent-Jun I i Mon t ithin 20 said Senator Car-  would receive a rebate from the tax measure creafe
12 by Township Health Officer fien the tru if ot fath state of $500 — the maximum. The caps on local, county, school and
Thaiids JAL:0nz0, r foes, the de r Orechio sponsored leg-  property tax cap on that would hav pending while it created a
The adminsitrative order i ot al h the Iy { | islation which will bring property  been $1,250. special “rainy” day fund to prevent
notice of administrative penalt Wi 1 customer d fioai tax relief through state assumption Five percent of a $40,000 incc 1 future fiscal crisis from occurring
assessment sent by Longo cites tw pick up, ick can lispatchec blem, “T 1ly of county welfare costs,” said Rob-  comes to a property tax cap of Noonan said
Sctlone ot the contractwhict he same day, if it's n ite. Tn | ert Noonan, deputy executive direc
inviolation. s case, he said, the pic { tor of the Senate majority.

In Section 2:4.4, the co
stipulates that “business

mercial premises may not t

Th
edover $32millionin proper

residents of the town will
t

ty taxes that had been

sed to cover

S50 EMOIGES AT SN T ; ; When_t county welfare costs,” the Senator
may only be collected on Tuesc y wh per T said. The average homeowner
whose home is assessed at $47,780
i \ can expect savings of over $312 as a
S APPOC HIOEE TYIO . result of this reform.”
Narcs arrest Union man T e
- 5 == a ; ' » y o Asses it $28,041 will save in
planning 10 seli cocaine e :
| he homestead rebate, at first
Members of Belleville’s narcot ar fitched in the Florio package, was D ‘63\9
ics squad last Friday arres §-  stof he 1 inother property tax
eph Tormeio, 34, of v un 1 paid ure
St, Union, and charg f ket Residents will receive a rebate MAYOR
possession of a controlled dang quently arrested an € from s year of $150, but next year a
ous substance, possession of c.d.s ; ; : single person with an income of less
with intent to distribute in a school i rmei A A 2 lown refuse,  than $35,000 who owns a home can %
zone, and possession with intent to. ¢ elta 88 ar for T the  expect a rebate of at least the same # o
distribute, He was being held on ¢ Rotonda sa amount while married homeow-
$10,000 bail in the township jail was also ch. ners with incomes between $70,000 1o
according-to-et-Spttoseph-Rot £ threats_on_a_warrant and $100,000 will rece nim i . §o4

by

Dete

BE

SOME CHANGES SOON

“Welcome to Belle

onda of the Narcotics Squs I tiv um rebate of $100. IHERE'LL
nda sa sed on ! f Belleville nmina : i : 4
Rotonda said ba r rma ;“ ille - - Belleville residents will be saved  ville” signs placed at strategic locations on main thoroughfares recently
tion received they set up surveill on Divisio ¢ Buccino § 7 million in property taxes previ- — will witness the rebirth of our fown
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Officers on patrol at the intersec-
tion of Passaic Ave, and Joralemon
St. at about 8:45 on June 23 obser-
ved an underage male holding a can
of beer. The officers apprehended
William Marshall, 19, of Joralemon
St. Marshall was taken to police
headquarters where he was given a

.,gummons for underage drinking,
Upon leaving police headquarters,
Marshall was observed crumpling
and throwing the summons on the
ground. He was then brought back
into headquarters where he was
given a summons for littering.

Police responding to a reported
attempted auto theft on Newark
Ave. at 4 a.m. on June 25 were told
%e owner of a 1988 Cheverolet

ta that someone was obsel r‘/nd
klcl\mg and punching the door of

Thursday, Jjune 28, 1990

his car. Police then apprehended
Brian Whitman, 28, of Watsessing
Ave, who they had determined had
not attempted to break in to the car
but damaged the side door and
moulding: He was charged with
criminal mischief and held on $500
bail.

Tina Benedetto, 23, of Little St.
was charged with driving while on
the revoked list June 23, She was
held on $200 bail.

A 1982 Mazda reported stolen
from the area of Dow and Williams
sts. at 12:30 a.m. on June 23 was
recovered by Newark police Juen

An attempted auto theft was
reported by a Union Ave, resident
at 9:30 a.m. June 23. The owner
reported his 1989 Honda had receiv-
ed a broken steering column and
broken side door lock.

An Arthur St resident reported
property valued at $645 was stolen
from his 1988 Jeep during IhL night
June 23

A Ralph St. business upw(ed a
break-in June 20 at 6 a.m. The
office manager reported that she
found the door forced open and a
strong box containing cash missing,

Orechio Assn. picnic planned

The Carmen A. Orechio Civic
sociation will hold its annual
picnic 1 to 5 p.m. July 15 at the ITT
Club House picnic grounds in Nut-
ley. Raindate is July 22,

Food, games and music will be
offered.

Proceeds from the picnic benefit

the association’s scholarship fund
for schools in the 30th legislative
district, which Senator Carmen
Orgehio represents,

Donation is $12 for adults and $5
for children under 12. Tickets are
available by calling 235-1166.

Photo caption correction

On page two of last week's issue,
the people in the photograph are,
from left, Belleville High School
Principal Jo¢'Ciccone, Jerry DiN

icola, Joseph Ombalsky and Toni
Marone, The Times regrets any
inconvenience the error may have
caused
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TA:

Joe and Donna Meglio with their newest addition, Sheeba,

Belleville will get $2 million
in additional education aid

A week ago, on June 20, the New
Jersey Senate approved an excep
tional public school financing pro-
gram which factors in income as
well as property as an ingredient in
the mix.

Because of that, Nutley, Bellevil-

le and Bloomfield will receive an
increase in state aid amounting to
$28 million over the next seven
years,

Bloomfield and Bel-
leville each receive $10 million.

Belleville will receive a 28 per-
cent increase or more than $2
million in state aid the first year,
Orechio said.

Advocates of the new school
funding formula say itwill provide a
stable and predictable source of
funding for education in 1992 and

thereafter.

“The old school funding formula
wasonly fully funded twice in the 14
years of its ‘existence,” said aid
Robert Noonan. “By tying the new
formula to growth in personal
income, the formula will be fully
funded because it will grow in
relation to its funding source.”

If state aid to education was not
increased in 1992, proponents said,
all towns would have suffered dras
tic cut backs in state aid far worse
than the 16 percent underfunding
this year

Proponents of the new formula
argug that the fears of the teachers
about their pensions are unfound-
ed as it will be fully guaranteed by
the state. Growth in state aid will be
sufficient to cover growth in pen-
sion costs.

Fireworks safety warned

More than 9,500 fireworks-relat-
ed injuries are treated in hospital
emergency rooms each year, and
thousands more are treated by
private physicians, according to the
New Jersey State Safety Council,

Nearly 70 percent of the injuries
occur during the Fourth of July
holiday period, and many of the
victims are young males ages 5-
14 who suffer severe burns, loss of
fingers, broken bones, cuts and eye
damage

The Safety Council says, while
most disabling injuries occur with
mega firecrackers such as M-80’s
and Quarter Sticks, burns and lac
erations are usually caused by
“backyard” fireworks such as bottle
rockets, roman candles, and small
aciial displays

Even the so-called “harmless”
sparklers are responsible for a sur-
prisingly large number of injuries
to children. The sulfur-coated wire
of the sparkler can reach tempera
tures as high as 2000 F — and just

Quality
Shoe & Handbag
Repairs
Most Work Done
While You Wait!

pfaga Ja(ﬂ?@/
Where Fir Iy

483 Franklin Ave
667-8964

{ways Guaranteed

Nutley

the afterglow of the wire can cause
burns and clothing fires.

On the basis of studies made by
the US Product Safety Commis-
sion and the National Fire Protec-
tion Association, most injuries
seem to occur in the following ways
— a firecracker is held in the hand
too long after lighting the fuse —
throwing a lighted firecracker at
another person — exploding one or
more firecrackers stuffed inside a
pipe or some other object — taking
a firecracker apart and lighting the
powder

Parents who find these danger
ous toys in their home are advised
to immerse them in water or dam
pen them with a hose and then drop
them off at the local police or fire
department.

The Council reminds users of
fireworks that it doesn’t matter
where you get them, fireworks are
illegal in New Jersey, except for
public displays authorized by state
andbor local agencies.
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40&{6@ Comments

By Jim

Golden

Excerpted from the editorial
page of U.S News & World Report
by Mortimer B. Zuckerman, Edit-
or-in-Chief titled The Bad Guys of
the S&L Fiasco we offer his cogent
views... he writes as follows:

You were robbed — and you are
still being robbed. You were con-
ned — and you are still being
conned. And some of the politic-
ians, bankers and businessmen who
did it to you are still around. I refer
to the biggest single financial scand-
al this country has ever known, the
savings and loan fiasco, and I come
back to it because its history is one
of continuing deception and cowar-

dice:

Had the politicians faced the
reality of the blunder in 1982, it
would have cost $20 billion; in 1984,
the costs had doubled to $40 bil-
lion; in 1988-89, they more than
doubled again, Now, we are look-
ing at between $500 billion and $1
trillion, not including the pntold
tens of billions we all will pay
indirectly through generally higher
interest rates. It is hard to focus on
amonster like this. It does not lend
itself to TV sound bites, and the
costs to the average citizen are
indirect. But this kind of defer.
problems-at-all-costs approach to
government will cost everyone
about $2,500 in taxes or forgone
government services. And it is the
honest, hard-working people who
will have to pick up the costs for the
high rollers, the thieves and the
incompetents.

Yetevennow, top Bush administ-
ration officials, many of them
responsible for the most remark-
able regulatory lapse in history, are
fumbling around. Typically, they
recognized a big problem and pro-
posed a small solution, creating
new bureaucratic agencies that
added billions to the cost and
compounded the usual infighting.

The origin of the scandal, of
course, was the 1982 Garn-St Ger-
main Act that legalized much high-
er deposit insurance and freer S&L
investment opportunities, It would
have been risky even if accompani-
ed by tighter supervision, but the
Reagan administration did the
opposite. It turned down the plea
for more examiners and auditors.
In Texas, where there are more
S&L collapses than anywhere else,
the number of S&I, regulators was
cut from 54 to 12 between 1981 and
1985. The owners of S&Ls either
learned to be high rollers or were
bought out by men who were

These were men temperamentally
and morallysuited to exploit financ

ing privileges without financial
responsibility, who engaged in mis-
management and outright fraud.
Everyone should know what his tax
money is going to pay for:

* Shopping centers in the desert,
New towns where nobody would
live. Office buildings in the boon-
docks. Home loans made to build-
ers so incompetent that some of
their projects had to be bulldozed
for public safety.

* Land flips, where investors
acquired land at low prices and sold
it back and forth among themselves
dt progressively higher prices with
inflated appraisals (o justify bigger
loans from friendly S&L’s they
never intended to repay. This was a
specialty of organized crime, which
laundered the money in foreign
bank accounts. One New York
mobster turned up in deals at 130
thrifts, of which 125 failed

* Cash-for-Trash, whére a bor-
rower got cash for one loan and
agreed to take out a second loan to
buy trash, real estate owned by the
S&L, at inflated values. Silverado
S&L, where President Bush’s son;
Neil, was a board member, was into
this game of covering up its poor
assets — and regulators did nothing
when it was obviously in trouble in
1983. Sixteen such deals could cost
the taxpapers $278.5 million.

oh living of the kind celebrat-
narles Keating at his Lin-
coln 5&1 where he paid his 26-
year-old son almost $1 millijon a
ear, Or at Vemon S&L, where
Donald Dixon billed his company
for thousands of dollars during a
lavish tour of France because, he
said, they needed a chef as a
consultant for restaurant invest
ments, Or at Sunbelt S&L, where
they spent $1.3 million on Hallow-
een and Christmas parties in 1984
and 1985 alone. Or Centrust, which
provided a yacht and $30 million of
art for the home of its chairman.
How can we ensure this will not
be repeated? Begin by remember-
ing key names. Those congressmen
who participated in the legislation
or who stepped in on behalf of
insolvent S&L’s. George Bush, in
charge of the task force on deregula-
tion for the Reagan administration,
Jim Baker, chief of staff and then
Secretary of the Treasury when all
this took place. President Reagan,
who ducked responsibility, One
can only wonder for whom he was
speaking as he signed the 1982
deregulation act which made it all
possible: “All in all,” he said, “I
think we have hit the jackpot.”

Crecco opposes rules

changes
Stating that new m\w approved
recently in the General Assembly
are “contradictory to the concept of
free and open government,”
Assemblywoman Marion Crecco
(R-Essex) announced that she vot
ed against these changes which
were passec g party lines.
Crecco explained #at the para.
mount reason for her opposition
was the limiting of floor debate to
two hours, one hour for each party.
“This will stiffle debate next
week when we (the Assembly) will
be debating Governor Flofio’s pro-

in Assembly

posed budget,” said Crecco, “This
budget is the largest tax increase in
the history of New Jersey and the
Democrats do not want to afford
the Republicans an opportunity to
point out the dangerous affects this
proposal will have on millions of
New Jersey citizens.”

Another rule change also allows
each member to speak only once, as
opposed to the three times under
the former rules. Each member
was also allowed to speak for a total
of 30 minutes
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D.P.W. Yar

Within a week of being cited as a
fire hazard, the recycling debris
accumulated at the Public Works
yard at 560 Cortlandt St. was report-
ed in the process of being removed
The sorting and hauling away beg-
an  Monday according to
Domenick Pucillo of Domenick
Pucillo Disposal Inc., the town-
ship’s trash hauler.

A township commissioner said
Tuesday that the hauler had only
bid on the clean-up project Mon-
day. He also said that Middlebush
Compost Inc,, of Somerset had
removed 200 yards of stumps begin-
ning June 18 through the 22nd

Speaking about the present con-
dition of the Public Works Yard,
the commissioner said, “two
months ago, the yard wasn’t like
that. It never was a problem before.
Now, it’s a problem because we
can’t take the leaves and grass to
the dump. The guantity of Jea
this year is 5-6 times the quantity as
last year,”

The commissioner said he was
‘glad to see everybody doing his
job” in reference reports of the
Health Dept. and Fire Dept, keep
ing -on top of the D.P.W., yard.
“Unfortunately, when everybody
does his job, you don’t become
popular politically.” The commis-
sioner stressed that he was not
criticizing the Dept. of Public
Works, just that the problem has
gotten out of hand.

Public Works Commissioner
Angelo Risoli confirmed that Pucil
lo was hauling leaves away from the
D.P.W. yard for composting. In
addition, he said, town trucks are
also now permitted to haul debis
to authorized dumps.

The clean-up has been in pro-
gress for atleast three weeks, Risoli
said. He added that the Health
Department and the Fire Depart
ment are both aware of the situa
tion

Risoli said that since the scaveng:
er contract does not cover recycl
ables, “it is now our responsibility.
Other municipalities have better
systems, they've been doing it long-
er.;

Part of the problem, Risoli said,
ly is just around the corner,
people are still putting leaves at the
curb. We're still getting people
with bags and bags. The leaves fell
in October, where have they been
keeping them, in their basements?”

Township fire official Captain
Andrew Depezek issued a citation
June 18 giving the township until
June 29 to clear the violations at the
Public Works facility. Copies were
sent to Public Works Commi!
er Angelo Risoli and Mayor
Michael Pizzi as the agent for the
township.

Depezek said that the leaves
decomposing on the site make their
own heat and “could be burning
down there right now.”

The debris piles, according to the
citation, were “dangerous condi
tions which are liable to cause or

An Orechio Publication

DEBRIS IS BUSTING OUT ALL OVER — The Department of Public Works yard is over-run with

recyclable refuse.

PILES OF TIRES
officials are keeping an
of fire inor

contribute to the

on said premises Accumulated
rubbish was also cited in the com-
plaint

Under the Uniform Fire Code,
“if occupant of a building
creates the conditions in violation
of the code... “the occupant can be
sible for the abatement
of said hazardous conditions.”

In simple terms, that means that
if the occupant must clean up the
site, and if a fire breaks out before
the clean up is complete, the occup-
ant could be assessed the cost of
fighting the fire

T'his case would be transfering
money from one township till to
another township til
ment spoke n said

Domenick Pu y said Monday
that the town “just hired us to move
that stuff out.” He said that
collected in plastic bags

a fire depart

ripped open and sepa
the hauler can bring it to
several composting facilities.
Pucillo estimated the clean up
could take “a week or more to
complet
Earlier this
Walter Bere

Fire Chief

ord received a letter

month,

NUTLEY ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Presents

Book of
Revelation
Seminars

from a resident requesting action

ity \H \vlm fire code citations

Ith Officer
as Longo said, “The magnat-
ude of the problem is beyond the
capabilities of the present staff and
the size of the yard. You'd be
surprised at how much white goods
and grass clippings comes out of

such-a small community.”

“We've gotten containers to
store white goods to get enough for
the pick up to be cost effective.”
Longo said. “When the bins are
filled, the DPW calls the
appropriate pick up company to
haul it off.”

Private contractors and township trucks are working on the clean-up.

.uul other debrig have grown too |||mh for the township to )mudll alone. Fire and health
eye on the :Mm up

“In the past, the DPW has had to
straighten out the yard and clean it
up. It’s going to be a continuous

problem, from time to time it’s
going to get unsightly, as long asit’s

not a health or fire hazard.” Longo
said.

“They may have to get their
pickups faster,” Longo said, “from
time to time there’s going to be a
ghut.”

Longo said it boils down to a
logistics problem, too many recycl-
ables and not enough room to store
them before they are carted off. He
and other members of his depart-
ment have discussed the problem
with the DPW, Longo said

By Anthony Buccino

Kane interns at Rutgers

Heather Kane of Belleville will
spend her two-month summer vaca
tion working on laboratory and
field projects at the Environmental
and Occupational Health Scier
Institute, a joint project of Rutgers
and the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey

ces

TI'he goal is to encourage
dent

stu
to consider careers in sci
ence,” said Victoria Leyton, pro
I'he summer inter-
participant

gram director
nship gives a taste of
what research is all

about

scientific

Pastor Bruno will teach most every Thurs-
day night on such present day subjects

as:

* THE SPIRIT

¢ FALLEN ANGELS
DEMONISM

NORL

HEART

INNOCENT OR
CAN A DEMON LIVE |

D AND YOU

RUL

E OUR WORLD

REAL
N YOUR HOUSE

WHERE ARE THE DEAD

HELL
WHEN IS JESUS

REAL OR FALS
-COMING BACK

AND MUCH

MUCH MORE

Bring your Bible and notebook as we study the

Bible together

THURSDAYS -

7:30 p.m
STARTING JULY 5th

NUTLEY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
65 Bloomfield Avenue, Nutley,-NJ
667-4329

Students will contribute to
researth projects conducted by
EOHSI’s senior research scientists
many of whom are internationa

recognized experts in their fields.
Bui and Ciccone
on Felician list

Thanh Bui and Barbara Cicc
one, of Belleville, were named to
the Dean’s List for the
semester at Felician College in
Lodi. A-3.5 average or above is

spring

required to make the list.
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cleanup now underway  Fourth of July

Belleville Times—

festivities planned

As many flock to the shore to
escape the heat and chaos of city
life at holiday time, many other
Bellevillites will stay home to
experience the traditional cer-
emcnies of the Independence Day
celebration here in town.

To begin the festivities on Wed-
nesday, July 4, the Recreation
Department will hold its annual
field day for youngsters in grades K-
8 at the Municipal Stadium starting
at10 a.m.

The events, which will be open to
all young Belleville residents, will
be divided into three categories.
There is a junior division for kind-
ergartentosecond graders, aninter-
mediate division for third to fifth
graders, and a senior division for
the 6th to 8th graders.

Eventswill include the 50 and 100
yard dashes, an agility race, a three
legged race, sack races, a girl’s relay
race and & boys’ tug-of-war.

All activities will be supervised
by the members of the Belleville
Recreation playground staff under
the direction of Spperintendent
Dennis Buckley. Patches will be
awarded to the winners and all will
share in slices of watermelon.

On Wednesday night, July 4, a
spectacular fireworks display will
be presented at the stadium start-
ing at sundown. The rain date for
these events will be Thursday, July
5. In all, it promises to be an
exciting holiday and Bellevillites
young and old are invited to share
in the glitter of our country’s hist-
oric day.

Wallace Street trees

(continued from page 1)
been planting trees all over town
Here, these two projects, Overlook
Ave. and Wallace St. could have
been completed by the middle of
April. This created a lot of confu-
sion. The paving had nothing to do
with the trees.”

On ‘continuity’, Frantantoni said
he was “very concerned this thing
was a stall tactic. I hope this wasn’t
a political issue. T hope the:
continuity-by a Shade Tree Com-
mission being maintained. If they’
re going to enforce the ordinance, I
want to see them continue.”

“We are the laughing stock of the
county and the state,” Frantantoni
said. “The shade tree commission
doesn’t normally have all this pow-
er. There’s more than trees here at
stake. Suppose the STC had author-
ized. the narrowning of the street,
and then a fire truck couldn’t get
into fight the fire. We would have

saved a tree but lost a life.

The controversy over the Wal-
lace St. tree removal began when
residents were riled at the clear- |
cutting of trees on Overlook Ave.
and Rutgers St. Area residents
presented a petition March 27 to
the township board of commission-
ers requesting that the frees be
saved.

Other residents in the area pro-
tested the petition saying that they
were not informed when they sig:
ned the petition that new trees
would be planted for each tree
removed.

Prior to the removal of all trees
on Wallace St. a lawsuit was
brought against the township on
behalf of the trees, and a decision in
Superior Court in Newark directed
the mayor to appoint a Shade Tree
Commission to resolve the dispute
locally.

Spero promoted at DeWiit

Vincent A. Spero has been pro-
moted to Commercial Loan Offic:
er announced Michael J. Quigley
111, chairman and chief executive
officer of First DeWitt Savings.

Spero recently held the position
of Senior Credit Analyst for First
DeWitt Savings. Prior to joining
the thrift, Spero worked as a credit
analyst for Midland Bank and Trust
Company, and a financial represen-
tative for Massachusetts Mutual
Life Insurance Company.

Spero holds a bachelor of science
degree in business from Wagner

College, and is currently pursuing

his MBA degree at Fairleigh Dick-
inson University. Spero, a graduate
of Bergen Catholic High School in
Oradell, and a lifelong resident of
Paramus, is an active member of
the Fairfield Kiwanis Club,

First DeWitt Savings, a First
State Financial Services Company,
is headquartered in West Caldwell,
with ten offices serving Northern
and Central New Jersey. First
DeWitt Savings has ts of over
$460 million, and a strong Capital-
to-Asset Ratio (almost double the
current requirements set by thrift
regulators).
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OUR OPINION

Good luck, grads!

We want to take this opportunity to congratulate the Beileyille
High School Gass 01990, andwith that heraldour graduationinsert

Our intentwas to provide our readers with some finalviews, sights
theywould not find in the yearbook, butwhich canbe keptin the year
book for future reference. Congratulations and good luck!

Accumulated sick time

WhenFire GiiefGeorge Sharriwas forced to retire bystate order
in February 28, he putin his papers for his retirement benefits. In
forty-one and a halfyears of service to the township of Belleville, he
had accumulated 490 unused sick days.

When achiefisout sick, a deputy chief moves up to chiefs pay for
aday, and a captain moves up to deputy chiefs pay for a day. So not
only does the town pay .the chief for being sick, it also pays his
underlings to cover for him-in a higher responsibility.

We must realize that every time’ Chief Sbarracame to work when
he was sick, he saved the township money. Now that he’s put in all
those years of service, guiding the firefighters, protecting our town,
enforcing fire regulations, and most ofall-being [there when,the
people in the township needed him, his training and expertise, now
the town fathers turn their backs on him when he requests a half-year
salary in lieu of the unused sick time.

Instead of paying Chief Sbarra $31,230.42 which he is due, they
first put his request off at several public meetings. Then they decide
to pay him only $12,000 for all his unused sick time. Is this anyway to
treat someone who hasworked diligently for our town for more than
fortyyears? :

Other township employees, we could name at least seven since the
Jimmy Bums case was settled, have retired recently at half-year
isalary for their unused sick time  without having to go through a
township commission meeting to obtain it. They simply were paid
put through their payroll checks. No muss, no fuss, and very few
people in town even noticed.

Butwhen itcomes to ChiefSbarra, the town fathers act altogether
different”™. Following the recently settled salary arbitration Chief
Sharrawas the only one of 178 police and firefighters who did hot
receives raise. Iffact, after the dustsettled, Chief Sbarrawas earning
$6,000 less than his deputy chiefs. The fire chiefs list raise was'in
1987. ~

Those recently settled contracts come up-for-negotiation soon. As
hard as the council will try to hold the line, therewill be some kind of
raise for our police and firefighters. Butwhat they've got to be aware
of is that one of these days they are going to have to pay the present
firechiefmore than his deputies, and when they do, Chief Sbarrawill
be standing nearby with his lawyer. And rightly so.

You don’tdiscriminate against a man who has worked foryou for
more than forty years by tossing him aside and ignoring his picas for.
fairness. You don’t discriminate against him in salary negotiations
because he is partof a class action suit against forcing him to retire;
And most ofall,youdon’tdiscriminate against him because he’s lived
all his life in our town;

The commissioners at their meeting June 12 denied Chief Sharra
his $31,230.42 and instead proffered $12,000.."Then they decided not
to talk to him because the whole situation could end up in court.

Word gets out quickly in our little town. And what we've got to be
aware of is that this town is loaded with many employees who have
accumulatedvery much sick time. Ifthey all started taking their sick
time tomorrow, Belleville would very much resemble a ghost town.

The ™mmissirm>i « that meeting, after they refused tO pay
Chief Sbarra his due, then voted to change the resolutions in regard
to paying township employees for unused sick time. A little too late,
we think.

The new council should restructure the salary and benefits
ordinances to reward those employees who have accumulated much
o”theirsick time by staying healthy throughyearsandyears ofservice.

They should also adjust the rate Ofaccumulation as the Board Of
Ed now has. For thé first ten years, BOE employees get 10sick days,
which accumulate if they are not used. After ten years of service, the
employees get 15 days sick time, the first ten are used' up or
accumulated, thesecond fivcareonlyusecfuprafter-thefirst-tenand-
cannot be carried over.

The new plandoesn’t have to be that simple, but anew plan better
be forthcoming, otherwise the town could be dealingwith a lot of flu

.soon. -. t — -
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Library dedication

Tothe editor

The BellevilleTublic library and Information Center
dedicated its new Trustee Room on Sunday, June IO. The
celebration, underthe guidanceof the President Ofthe Library:
Boahl of Trustees, Joseph T. Casale, included beautiful
chamber music played by Belleville High School students
Debby Pedone, Erika Gomez, Frank Brunello, Noel Domine,
and Julie Pedalino, directed by Edwin Black.

Onthewallsofthe beautifulnewgalletyfoeetingroom hung
the art of Marsha Miele, a Belleville resident. Remarks by

Senator Carmen Orechio, Assemblywoman Crecco and .

Assemblyman Kelly, the members of Belleville’s Council-
elect, Frank Caputo, William P. Cook, Mario Drozdz, James
Messina, Frank Noonan, Marina C. Pema and Thomas J.
SpiUane as well as Assistant Township Attorney Robert
Giordano placed emphasis on the positive educational and
cultural role the Belleville Public Libnuy has played in'
community life.

Library Trustee James f. Cozzarelli Jr., who designed the
dazzling new space on Washington Avenue, spoke of ihe
inspirations for the remarkable Trustees Room.. Former
Trustees Geoige F. Kieman and Mayor Michael V. Marotti
were recognized for their contributions to the library.
Presently serving Trustees Kenneth R, Broo, Michael D.
Nardiello, Frederick Long and Marie”Shafterwere commend-
edfortheir dedicated commitmentto Belleville’s library with*
Trustee Casale sadly noting thatMis. Shafter, who would have
enjoyed the dedication mote than anyone, was unable to
attend because of illness.

We want the beautiful new Trustees Room to stand as a
ingpublicspace on Washi Avenue. W e alsowant

our library to serve as proofof former San Francisco Mayor,
Dianne Feinstein’s statement, “A great libtary isa measure of
agreatcity.” - David Biyant
Library Director

B.A.S.E. thanks all

To ihp wlitnr

On behalf of the Belleville Alliance for Substance Eduea "
tionJnc., (BA S E.) committee, 1would like totake this op-
portunity to thank withcgreatful appreciation Mr. George
“Lynch and the Knights of—Columbus who generously,
donated their halfand soda to our Project Graduation party
for all theBelleville High School seniors. Also, the Apiceila
Family at the C ier Caterers'who us by
catering the party at the Knights of Columbus Hall, with the
same great service we would have had received at their
establishment.

Many thanks go to the Awareness Committee, chaired by
Mts. Donna Branea. This committee worked. very hard this,
year to raise the funds needed. Through variousfund raising |

projects and by receiving donations from the parents of our V.
seniors, parent/seheol- organizations; communityAservice-* J

ocgani/aiinns. PBA and har ness in our township. TtftjCQm-
mittee’s work enabled us to meet our goafsetthis ysaPTSF
Project Graduation
To the staff of. Belleville High School, Miss Meola our
fiess cosrdinatoT: k-Istirelessand
is a constant support in all that the BASE committee does,
we truly appreciate all that you do. Mr. Ciccone, Mr. Me
Grath and all the teachers at Belleville High Schbol. we
thank you”ript only .forchaperoning the seniors that-even-
ing, but always being thefe to help in any way you can.
To our new councilmen, their wives, board of education
members and all our BASE membeA who helped chaperone-
the evening, | thank you. A special thanks to Anfhony Buc-
cino, editor of the Belleville Times, who has always given us
support
Dear readers, words cannot express what my heart feels as
I write this letter and what pride 1feel for our community. A
total community spirit has joined us together making not on-
ly this night a success but all the work being done through
BASE committee Together we are working towards a sub
stance free community, the future of our children and town-
ship. We thank you alland may God bless you.
Barbara Cicalese, Chairperson
Belleville Alliance for Substance Education

out in his’statement, he observes, “This
"is the kind of subject people would

rather not deal with: they want to hear

aboutjaxes, drugs, jobs.” Amen.

+ An old friend has decided to quit
politics. Senator Wayne Dumont of
Warren County. Wayne Was elected
State Senator in 1951, beating incum-
bent Senator Bob Meyner by sixty

--vortsrThe-photo below wasTaken-Elec~-
~lion Night at'4-4;hi*:| was campaign
Coordinator for Dumont who is shown
seeking confirmation of his “landslide”
win from the Warrert County Clerk A
victory-smile is on my—face,-While
—Waynels facejeflects a_mixture of con-'
—cern-and-relaxation. '

— « BIRTHDAY congratulations arc m
orderto a veteran public servant, former
Mayor Harry Chenoweth as- he
celebrates his 80th birthday “ with half

--ia-llfe devoted tr. in"Kftyy||itt-ifig-qualrt-y™

of life in Nulley Thank Harry, for
| your contribution in nuking Holley a
“bet

and work;——

+ JOHN CARDINAL O'CONNOR
»OlLtslsw York has threatened excom- .
municationlbr any Catholic who per
sists in supporting a woman s right to
abortion, In a recent statement. Car
dinal - O'Connor said, “Catholics in
public, office 'must also-haVe-this-eem—*
mitment to serve the state but service tti *
God must always come first.” New .

York Governof Mario Cuomo-'reacting-  Frank Orechio and Wayne Diimont in

_i " the Cardinal’s edict spoke for most of ~ 1951

A PATERSON teenager drowned
Sunday at the Garrett Mountain keser-
vation in Passaic County while attemp
anything. As Cuomo so~g5Tly pointed1 @ Ting lu rescue a-friend whoalso tirown-

m-munication was “profoundly disconcer-
ting, but it's not going to changé

No parking

To the editor:

Last year, the form of government in Belleville was chang-
ed by a group of individuals who used deceptive and mali-
cious tactics. Having successfully changed the form of
government, and getting several of their group elected to the

- new council, y60 would think-their-malicious and false state-
ments would end. But, NO WAY!

In the June 14, 1990 issue of the Belleville Times,, the
Reverend Gerald Fortunato stated in a letter to the Editor,
“a request was made to Commissioner Frantantoni for per-
mission to use the Rev. Benedetto Pascale Friendly House
lot for parking.”

1was extremely shocked to see a false statement like, this
come from a “man of the cloth.” First of ail, 1did not receive
such a request. Secondly, the only “lot” at the Friendly
House is a fenced-in grass playground, wdth children’s play
equipment. There is NO parking lot.

Several months ago, in an effort to assist the Silver Lake
Baptist Church parking situation, [.suggested to a membero f
their congregation to contact the owner of a large and
seldom used lot directly across from the church and perhaps
he would allow them to use the lot for their special services.

-Also, in the June 14, 1990 issue of another newspaper,
Vincent Nuzzi,‘attorney for the change of government
group, was attributed as saying “the criminal complaint ini- -
dated by Commissioners against CBB members was fri-
volous.” The record should also show that this, statement
was ineprrect. The Board of Commissioners did not initiate
any lawsuit. The fact is that the .CBB initiated the lawsuit
against the Commissioners. When-thelr “frivolous charges”
..achieved their desired goal ofcreating a negative atmosphere
to win the change Qf government election, they dropped
their unfounded charges.

It is also interesting to note that Mr. Nuzzi was a partner
in the firm of Schwartz, Pisano, & Nuzzi, formerly of Belle-
ville. Is-this the-same Mr. Schwartz who was the Belleville
Board of Education attorney? Is this the same Mr. Pisano
who was the past chairman of the Belleville Zoning Board?

Did Belleville realljhget a change In government?

————— Will the new Council him an attorney for a fixed fee, as is

the cUifent praetice. or wiH they hire one for a “retainer
plus™?

- — Itwill-be interesting to see tfie eosro f legal fees incurred

By~the new- Council; especially after-all-their campaign
rhetoric about excessive legal fees.
=-"Commissioner VincentJ -Frantantoni

Blight, again!
To the editor;
An open letter to all councilpersons:
From former Councilman at large candidate Michael Gior-
dano. !

To the bestofmy recollection, I don't recall ever having seen
any one of you involved in town activities, especially in the
matter of tiré “blight.” ——

Thiswasa struggle ofalmost five years duration-and we had
tobe on our toes y because the i itici
were ever trying to slip this resolution through at evety turn. It
was a long, hard, struggle that sapped the strength of all ofus
involved in fighting against the declaration. W e finally won.
We could now relax. The issue is dead and buried. If is all

Ibehind us. —

Sowe thought! Nowwe discoverthatone ofthe prime issues
ofthe newly elected council is to .reprise the “blight”

We are back on-that-slippery slope which will drain much
time and energy from more important, critical issues. Since
this issue seems to be of prime concern for the newly elected
council, one cannotwonderwhy it was that none of them ever

I mentioned this issue duringtheir campaign for election.1dare
I say, had they done so, the outcome might have been a little
1 different.

Another wonderment is: The change of government was
brought about by a small band of hard working, dedicated
people. It would have been nice to have honored them by
invitingthem all to the inauguration ofthe newly elected town
council. How sad they were not.

Michael Giordano

dd.- This recalls to mind an event that
almost cost me my life as a teenage
youngster. In the Etelawanna section of -
Clifton, a tributory of.the Passaic River
was used as a swimming hole by some of
us. I’'m not much of a swimmer.— in m
fact, 1just about am able to stay above
witter,

In the BigTree section of Belleville !
lived a young chap whose "name was
Bootebakeiwho was one of Iheeltaps-

-among the group who decided to go in
for a swim. Suddenly, I heard “Bo